









August 8, 2013
To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased to submit my grant application titled “RAGE as an upstream activator of the Th2 inflammatory immune response in asthma” for the Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award for Individual Pre-doctoral MD/PhD Fellows (F30) with Funding Opportunity Number PA-11-110.

Please assign this application to one of the following (listed in order of preference): 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences - NIEHS 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases - NIAID
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute - NHLBI
The reason for this request is that I feel that my project goals fit well within the mission of the NIEHS, as I will be examining a molecular mechanism by which environmental allergens can trigger asthma exacerbations. 
The four referees who will submit evaluations on my behalf include:

1. Lewis Jacobson, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of Biological Sciences

University of Pittsburgh

2. Wendy Mars, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Pathology, Department of Pathology

Director, Cellular and Molecular Pathology Graduate Program

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

3. Richard Steinman, M.D., Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Medicine and Pharmacology, Department of Medicine 
Director, Medical Scientist Training Program

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

4. Nathaniel Szewczyk, Ph.D.

Associate Professor, Faculty Medicine and Health Sciences

University of Nottingham School of Graduate Entry Medicine and Health (UK)
Thank you for taking the time to consider my requests and evaluate my grant application.










Sincerely,

Elizabeth Oczypok
